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ABSTRACT 
This is a bibliography of prose fiction written by Englishwomen in the seventeenth 
century. It includes sections on general bibliographies, studies and anthologies, and on the 
various writers involved (Mary Wroth, Anna Weamys, Margaret Cavendish, Aphra Behn, 
Catherine Trotter, Mary Pix, and Delarivier Manley), each divided into primary and 
secondary sources. 
In the last twenty years there has been a revisión of literary history thanks to feminism, 
new historicism, cultural materialism and related critical trends. Consequently, a large 
number of texts and writers that had been ignored and even despised have been recovered 
and reassessedby means of new editions and critical studies. A good example of this is the 
long-forgotten tradition of female writing that has been reclaimed by feminist scholars 
over the last two decades. In the case of narrative, the work of Dale Spender, Jane Spencer, 
and Janet Todd, among others (see below), has been crucial. 
Another example is the new approach to the history of prose fiction developed by male 
critics such as John Richetti {Popular Fiction Befare Richardson. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1969.Repr. withanewintroductionin 1992), LennardDavis (Factual Fictions. The 
Origins ofthe English Novel. New York: Columbia U.R, 1983), Michael McKeon (The 
Origins ofthe English Novel. 1600-1740. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins U.R, 1987) and J. 
Paul Hunter (Befare Novéis: The Cultural Contexts ofEighteenth-Century English Fiction. 
New York: Norton, 1990). Their approach is more comprehensive than the traditional 
novel-centred view of English prose fiction. However, their focus is still mainly the 
eighteenth century. For a modern analysis of previous narrative we must refer to Salzman 
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1985 (see section 2. below), which includes all sorts of genres and pays due attention to 
the works of women writers. 
Few Spanish scholars have previously worked on English prose fiction of the 
seventeenth century, and even fewer on that written by women. The reason may have been 
the difficulty of gaining access to primary sources. But nowadays most of the texts are 
available in modern editions, and there is no longer any reason why Spanish critics should 
not contribute to the revisión of literary history. 
This bibliography attempts to list the texts of prose ñction written by women in the 
seventeenth century and to make a brief comment on their genre and editorial history, 
including any recently published editions, if any. A list of recent studies on these texts is 
also added, which in the case of Aphra Behn is just a selection due to the. large quantity 
of critical work her narrative has generated. íntroductory sections on general 
bibliographies, studies, and anthologies are included as well. None of the available 
bibliographies deals specifically with all the works of prose fiction written by women 
writers of the whole seventeenth century. Part of my aim is therefore to provide a 
necessary datábase for those who may be interested in doing research on this subject. 
Finally, it must be said that, apart from the printed material mentioned below, there are 
also electronic resources provided by the Brown University Women Writers Project, the 
Emory Women Writers Resource Project, A Celebration of Women Writers, Women 
Writers of the Seventeenth Century: An Annotated Guide to Internet Resources, the 
Margaret Cavendish Society, and the Aphra Behn Society, among others. 
1. GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 
Backsheider, Paula & Felicity Nussbaum. An Annotated Bibliography of Twentieth-Century 
Critical Studies of Women and Literature, 1660-1800. New York: Garland, 1977. 
Beilin, Eleine V. "Curren! Bibliography of English Women Writers, 1500-1640". In Haselkorn 
& Travitsky eds. 1990: 347-60. (See section 2 below). 
Hageman, Elizabeth. "Recent Studies in Women Writers of the English Seventeenth Century. 
1604-74 (1945-86)". In Farrel, Hageman, & Kinney eds. 1990: 269-98. (2. below). 
. "Recent Studies in Women Writers of the English Seventeenth Century. 1604-74 (1987-
April 1990)". In Farrel, Hageman, & Kinney, A.F. eds. 1990: 299-309. 
Mulvihill, Maureen E. "Essential Studies of Restoration Women Writers: Reclaiming a Heritage, 
1913-1986". Restoration 11, 2 (Fall 1987): 122-31. 
Pollard, A.W. & G.R. Redgrave. A Short Title Catalogue ofBooks Printed in England, Scotland 
and Ireland, and of English Boolcs Printed Abroad, 1475-1640. 3 vols. London: 
Bibliographical Society, 1986 (2nd ed., revised by W.A. Jackson, F.S. Ferguson & K.F. 
Pantzer). 
Smith, Hilda & Susan Cardinale, comp. Women and the Literature ofthe Seventeenth Century: 
An Annotated Bibliography Basedon Wing's "Short-title Catalogue". New York: Greenwood 
Press, 1990. 
Steen, Sara Jayne. "Recent Studies in Women Writers of the Seventeenth Century. 1604-1674 
(1990-mid-1993)". English Literary Renaissance 24, 1 (Win. 1994): 243-74. 
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2. GENERAL STUDIES. 
Ballaster, Ros. Seductive Forms. Women's Amatory Fiction from 1684 to 1740. Oxford: O.U.P., 
1992. 
Bell, Maureen, George Parfit, & Simón Shepherd. A Biographical Dictionary ofEnglish Women 
Writers 1580-1720. New York: Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1990. 
Blain, Virginia, Patricia Clements, & Isobel Grundy. The Feminist Companion to Literature in 
English. Women Writers from the Mídale Ages to the Present. London: Batsford, 1990. 
Brant, Clare & Diane Purkiss eds. Women, Texts & Histories 1575-1760. London: Routledge, 
1992. 
Connor, Margarette R. "Heirs to 'Astrea's Vacant Throne1: Behn's Influence on Trotter, Pix, 
Manley and Centlivre". Diss. City of New York University, 1995. 
Crawford, Patricia, "Women's Published Writings, 1600-1700". Women in English Society, 1500-
1800. Ed. M. Prior. London: Methuen, 1985. 211-82. 
Farrell, Kirby, Elizabeth Hageman, & Arthur F. Kinney eds. Women in the Renaissance: 
Selectionsfrom "English Literary Renaissance". Amherst: U. Massachusetts P., 1990. 
Hendricks, M. & Parker P. eds. Women, "Race", and Writing in the Early Modern Period. 
London: Routledge, 1994. 
Hobby, Elaine. Virtue ofNecessity. English Women's Writing 1649-88, London: Virago, 1988. 
Mendelson, Sara H. The Mental World of Stuart Women: Three Studies. Amherst: U. 
Massachusetts R, 1987. 
Pearson, Jacqueline. The Prostituted Muse. Images of Women & Women Dramatists 1642-1737. 
Hemel Hempstead: Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1988. 
Perry, Ruth. Women, Letters and the Novel. New York: AMS Press, 1980. 
Salzman, Paul. English Prose Fiction 1558-1700: A Critical History. Oxford: O.U.P., 1985. 
Shattock, Joanne. The Oxford Guide to British Women Writers. Oxford: O.U.P., 1993. 
Smith, Hilda. Reason's Disciples: Seventeenth-Century English Feminists. Urbana: U. Illinois P., 
1982. 
Spencer, Jane. The Rise of the Woman Novelist. From Aphra Behn to Jane Austen. Oxford: 
Blackwell, 1986. 
Spender, Dale. Mothers of the Novel. 100 Good Women Writers befare Jane Austen. London: 
Pandora, 1987. 
Todd, Janet ed. A Dictionary of British and American Women Writers 1660-1800. London: 
Methuen, 1987. 
. The Sign ofAngellica. Women, Writing and Fiction, 1660-1800. London: Virago, 1989. 
Wilcox, Helened. Women and Literature inBritain 1500-1700, Cambridge: C.U.P., 1996. 
3. GENERAL ANTHOLOGIES. 
Ferguson, Moira ed. First Feminists: British Women Writers, 1578-1799. Bloomington: Indiana 
U.P., 1985. 
Fitzmaurice, James et al eds. Major Women Writers of Seventeenth-Century England, Ann Arbor: 
U. Michigan P., 1997. 
Goreau, Angeline ed. The Whole Duty of a Woman: Female Writers in 17th-Century England. 
New York: Dial, 1984. 
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Koon, Helene & Mary Mahl eds. Female Spectator: English Women Writers befare 1800. 
Bloomimgton: Indiana U.P., 1977. 
Salzman, Paul ed. AnAnthology of Seventeenth-Century Fiction. Oxford: O.U.P., 1991. 
Spender, D. & J. Todd eds. AnAnthology ofBritish Women Writers 1380-1980. London: Methuen, 
1989. 
Trill, Suzanne, Kate Chedgzoy, & Melanie Osborne, Lay by Your Needles Ladies, Take the Pen. 
Writing Women in England, 1500-1700. London: Arnold, 1997. 
Williamson, Marilyn L. Raising Their Volees: British Women Writers, 1650-1750. Detroit: Wayne 
State U.P., 1990. 
Wilson, Katharina M. & Frank Warnke eds. Women Writers ofthe Seventeenth Century. Athens: 
U. Georgia P., 1989. 
4. MARY WROTH (1586-1640). 
4.1. PRIMARY SOURCES. 
The Countess ofMontgomery's Urania (1621). Written in imitation of Sidney's Arcadia, it was 
the first original full-length work of prose fiction publíshed by an Englishwoman. But it had 
little success since the book entered in the Stationer's Register on 13 July and was withdrawn 
from sale in December. The reason was that Edward Denny, Barón Waltham and later Earl 
of Norwich, alleged that he and bis family had been portrayed and slandered in one of the 
numerous inset stories. The continuation could never come out, and Urania was not 
republished until the present decade. The complete text was edited by Josephine A. Roberts 
in 1995, and Book I was included in Salzman ed. 1991: 3-208 (3. above). 
4.2. RECENT STUDIES. 
Beilin, Eleine V. "Heoric Virtue: Mary Wroth's Urania and Pamphilia and Amphilantus". 
Redeeming Eve; Women Writers ofthe English Renaissance. Princeton: P.U.P., 1987. 208-43. 
Carrell, Jennifer L. "A Pack of Lies in a Looking Glass: Lady Mary Wroth's Urania and the Magic 
Mirror of Romance". Studies in English Literature 34 (1994): 79-107. 
Fendler, Suzanne. Entstehung und Darstellung von Individualitát in der Renaissance in der 
Romanze von Gervase Markham, Mary Wroth, Anna Weamys und John Reynolds. Munich: 
Utz, 1996. 
Hackett, Helen. '"Yet Tell Me Some Such Fiction': Lady Mary Wroth's Urania and the 
'Femininity' of Romance". In Brant & Purkiss eds. 1992: 39-68 (2 above). 
Hall, Kim F. '"I Rather Would Wish to Be a Black-Moor': Beauty, race, and rank in Lady Mary 
Wroth's Urania". In Hendricks & Parker eds. 1994: 178-94. (2. above). 
Hannay Margaret P. "Mary Sidney, Lady Wroth". Women Writers of the Renaissance and 
Reformation. Ed. K.M. Wilson. Athens: U. Georgia R, 1987. 548-65. 
Hanson, Ellis. "Sodomy and Kingcraft in Urania and Antony and Cleopatra". Homosexuality in 
Renaissance and Enlightenment England: Literary Representations in Historical Context. Ed. 
C.J. Summers. New York: Harrington Park, 1992.135-51. 
Krontiris, Tina. "Mary Wroth: Blaming Tyrannical Fathers and InconstantLovers". Oppositional 
Voices. Women as Writers and Translators of Literature in the English Renaissance. London: 
Routlcdge, 1992. 121-40. 
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Lamb, Mary. Gender and Authorship in the Sidney Circle. Madison: U. Wisconsin R, 1990. 
Lewalski, Barbara K. "Revising Genres and Claiming the Woman's Part: Mary Wroth's Oeuvre". 
Writing Women in Jacobean England. Cambridge: Harvard U.P., 1993. 243-307. 
Miller, Naomi. "Strange Labyrinth: Pattern as Process in Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia and Lady 
Mary Wroth's Urania". Ph.D. diss Harvard University (1987). 
. "'Not much to be marked': Narrative of the Woman's Part in Lady Mary Wroth's 
Urania". Studies inEnglish Literature 29 (1989): 121-37. 
. Changing the Subject. Mary Wroth and figurations of gender in early modern England. 
Lexington: U.P. Kentucky, 1996. 
& Gary Waller eds. Reading Mary Wroth: representing alternatives in early modern 
England. Knoxville: U. Tenessee, 1991. 
Pigeon, Renée, "The Re-vision of Romance: Lady Mary Wroth's The Countess of Montgomery's 
Urania". Ch. 3 of "Prose Fiction Adaptations of Sidney's Arcadia". Ph.D. diss. UCLA (1988): 
116-59. 
. "Manuscript Notations in an Unrecorded Copy of Lady Mary Wroth's The Countess of 
Mountgomeries Urania (1621)". Notes & Queries 236 (1991): 81-2. 
Quilligan, Maureen. "Lady Mary Wroth: Female Authority and the Family Romance". Unfolded 
Tales: Essays on Renaissance Romance. Eds. G.M. Logan & G. Teskey. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell 
U.P., 1989. 257-80. 
.. "The Constant Subject: Instability and Female Authority in Wroth's Urania Poems". 
Soliciting Interpretation: Literary Theory and Seventeenth-Century English Poetry. Chicago: 
U. Chicago P, 1990. 307-35. 
Roberts, Josephine A. "An Unpublished Literary Quarrel Concerning the Suppression of Mary 
Wroth's Urania". Notes & Queries 222, (Dec. 1977): 532-5. 
.. "Radigund Revisited: Perspectives on Women Rulers in Lady Mary Wroth's Urania". 
The Renaissance Englishwoman in Print: Counterbalancing the Canon. Eds. A.M. Haselkorn 
& B.S. Travitsky. Amherst: U. Massachusetts R, 1990. 
. "Labyrinths of Desire: Lady Mary Wroth's Reconstruction of Romance". Women's 
Studies 19, 2 (1991): 183-92. 
______ ed. The First Part ofthe Countess of Montgomery's Urania by Mary Wroth. Binghamton, 
N.Y.: Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies, 1995. 
Salzman, Paul "Contemporary References in Mary Wroth's Urania". Review of English Studies 
24(1978): 178-81. 
. "Sidney and the First Generation of Seventeenth-Century Fiction". Ch. 10 of Salzman 
1985: 123-47. (2. above). 
Shaver, Anne. "A New Woman of Romance". Modern Language Studies 21 (1991): 63-77. 
Spender, Dale. "Fact and Fiction. Lady Mary Wroth and Anne Weamys". Ch 1 of Spender 1986: 
11-22. (2. above). 
Swift, Carolyn R. "Feminine Identity in Lady Mary Wroth's Romance Urania". In Farrell, 
Hageman & Kinney eds. 1990: 154-74. 
Walker, Kim. "This strang labourinth': Lady Mary Wroth". Women Writers of the English 
Renaissance. New York: Twayne, 1996. 170-90. 
Waller, Gary. The Sidney Family Romance: Mary Wroth, William Herbert, and the Early Modern 
Construction of Gender. Detroit: Wayne State U.P., 1993. 
Witten-Hannah, Margaret. "Lady Mary Wroth's Urania: the Work and the Tradition". Diss. 
University of Auckland (1978). 
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. 'The Death of the Heart: Lady Mary Wroth's Urania". Research Paper 79: Women's 
Studies. Ed. Rosemary Seymour. Hamilton, N.Z.: Women's Studies Association, 1979. 
Wynne-Davies, Manon, "The Queen's Masque: Renaissance Women and the Seventeenth-Century 
Court Masque". Gloriana's Face: Women, Public and Prívate, in the English Renaissance. 
Eds. S.P. Cesarano & M. Wynne-Davies Detroit: Wayne State U.P., 1992. 19-104. 
5. ANNA WEAMYS (fl. 1651). 
5.1. PRIMARY SOURCES 
A Continuation of Sir Philip Sidney's "Arcadia" (1651). It had a second edition in 1690 
according to The Term Catalogue, but no copies are known to have survived. The first 
appearance of the text since then was the 1994 edition by Patrick C. Cullen. Weamys 
continúes the adventures of Sidney's masterpiece but, whether consciously or not, she wrote 
a clearer, more straightforward romance, with a less elevated style and a less complicated 
narrative structure. So it is difficult to accept that "the lively ghost of Sidney, by a happy 
transmigration, speaks through the organs of this inspired Minerva", as the "Stationer" claims 
(Cullen ed. 1994: 4) (5.1. below). From the second half of the seventeenth century on, this 
kind of romance became less and less popular, and only the Arcadia continued being 
reprinted. 
5.2. RECENT STUDIES 
Cullen, Patrick C. ed. A Continuation ofSir Philip Sidney's "Arcadia" by A. Weamys. Oxford: 
O.U.P., 1994. 
Fendler, Suzanne. 1996 (see 4.2. above). 
Salzman, Paul. "Sidney and the First Generation of Seventeenth-Century Fiction". Ch. 10 of 
Salzman 1985: 123-47. (2. above). 
Spender, Dale. "Fact and Fiction. Lady Mary Wroth and Anne Weamys". Ch 1. of Spender 1986: 
11-22. (2. above). 
6. MARGARET CAVENDISH, DUCHESS OF NEWCASTLE (1623-73). 
6.1. PRIMARY SOURCES 
Natures Pictures Drawn by Pandes Pencil to the Life (1656). It was reprinted in 1671 and 
1674. It is a miscellaneous work including tales in verse and prose (of all kind: comical, 
tragical, moral, romancical, philosophical, etc), dialogues, and an autobiography. There is no 
modern edition oí Natures Pictures, but two of the prose tales ("The Contract" and "Assaulted 
and Pursued Chastity") can be found in Lilley ed. 1994: 1-43 and 45-118. (6.2. below). 
CCXISociable Letters (1664). As Cavendish alleges in "The Preface", this time she attempts 
"under the cover of Letters to Express the Humours of Mankind and the Actions of Man's 
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Life". She depicts scenes taken from real life, and combines narration with reflection. For a 
recent edition, see Fitzmaurice ed. (1997) (6.2. below). 
The Description ofa New World, Calleé The Blazing World (1666). It was reprinted two years 
later. First published as a fictional companion piece to her scientific treatise Observations 
Upon Experimental Philosophy. This utopian fantasy is Cavendish's most celebrated and 
studied prose fiction. Recent editions of this text are included in Lilley ed. 1994:119-225 (6.2. 
below), and Salzman, P. ed. 1991: 251-348 (3. above). 
6.2. RECENT STUDIES 
Bazeley, Deborah T. "An Early Challenge to the Precepts and Practice of Modern Science: The 
Fusión of Fact, Fiction, and Feminism in the Works of Margaret Cavendish". Ph.D. diss. 
University of California, San Diego (1990). 
Bordinat, Philip. "The Duchess of Newcastle as Literary Critic". The Bulletin ofthe West Virginia 
Association ofCollege English Teachers 5 (1979): 6-12. 
Bowerbank, Sylvia. "The Spider's Delight: Margaret Cavendish and the 'Female Imagination'". In 
Farrell, Hageman & Kinney eds. 1990: 187-203 (2. above). 
Donovan, Josephine. "Women and the Rise of the Novel: A Feminist-Marxist Theory". Signs: 
Journal of Women in Culture and Society 16, 3 (Spring 1991): 441-462. 
Ferguson, Moira. "Margaret Lucas Cavendish: 'A Wise, Wittie, and Learned Lady'". In Wilson 
& Warnke eds. 1989: 305-40 (3. above). 
Fitzmaurice, James. "Fancy and the Family: Self-Characterizations of Margaret Cavendish". 
Huntington Library Quarterly 53 (Sum. 1990): 199-109. 
. "Margaret Cavendish on Her Own Writing: Evidence from Revisión and Handmade 
Correction". Papers ofthe Bibliographical Society of America. 85 (Sept. 1991): 297-307. 
. "Problems with Editing Margaret Cavendish". Renaissance English Texts Society 
Publications (Jan 1991): 1-17 (Reprinted in New Ways ofLooking at Oíd Texts. Ed. W. Speed. 
Binghamton: Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies, 1993. 239-52). 
. ed. Sociable Letters by M. Cavendish. New York: Garland, 1997. 
Fowler, Ellayne. "Margaret Cavendish and the Ideal Commonwealth". Utopian Studies 7 (Win. 
1996): 38ff. 
Gallagher, Catherine. "Embracing the Absolute: The Politics of Female Subject in Seventeenth-
Century England". Genders 1 (1988): 24-39. 
Hobby, Eleine. "Romantic Love - Prose Fiction". Ch. 4 of Hobby 1988: 85-101. 
Jones, Kathleen. A Glorious Fame: The Life of Margaret Cavendish, Duchess of Newcastle. 
London: Bloomsbury, 1988. 
Kahn, Victoria. "Margaret Cavendish and the Romance of Contraer". Renaissance Quarterly 50 
(Sum. 1997): 526-66. 
Leslie, Marina. "Gender, Genre and the Utopian Body in Margaret Cavendish's Blazing World'. 
Utopian Studies 7 (Win 1996): 6ff. 
Lilley, Kate. "Blazing Worlds: Seventeenth-Century Women's Utopian Writings". In Brant & 
Purkiss eds. 1992: 102-33. 
ed. The Blazing World and Other Writings by M. Cavendish. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 
1994 (lst publ. Pickering & Chatto, 1992). 
McGuire, Mary Ann. "Margaret Cavendish, Duchess of Newcastle; On the Nature and Status of 
Women". International Journal of Women's Studies 1, 2 (1978): 193-206. 
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Mendelson, Sara H. "Margaret Cavendish, Duchess of Newcastle". Ch. 1 of Mendelson 1987:12-
61. 
Merrens, Rebecca. "A Nature of 'Infinite Sense and Reason': Margaret Cavendish and the 'Noise' 
of a Feminized Nature". Women's Studies 25 (1996): 421-38. 
Paloma, Dolores. "Margaret Cavendish: Defining theFemale Self'. Women's Studies 7 (1980): 55-
66. 
Payne, Linda R. "Dramatic Dreamscape: Women's Dreams and Utopian Vision in the Works of 
Margaret Cavendish, Duchess of Newcastle". Curtain Calis: British and American Women 
and the Theater, 1660-1820. Eds. M.A. Schofield & C. Macheski. Athens: Ohio U.P., 1991. 
18-33. 
Pearson, Jacqueline. "Margaret Cavendish and OtherMinorFemaleDramatists in England, 1642-
1700". Ch. 7 of Pearson 1988: 119-42. (2. above). 
Rogers, John. "Margaret Cavendish and the Gendering of the Vitalist Utopia". In The Matter of 
Revolution: Science, Poetry, and Politics in the Age ofMilton. Ithaca: Cornell U.P., 1996. 
Salzman, Paul. "Two Voyages: Margaret Cavendish and John Dunton". Ch. 16 of Salzman 1985: 
292-307. 
Sarasohn, Lisa T. "A Science Turned Upside Down: Feminism and the Natural Philosophy of 
Margaret Cavendish". Huntington Library Quarterly 47 (1984): 289-307. 
Sherman, Sandra. "Trembling Texts: Margaret Cavendish and the Dialectic of Authorship". 
English Literary Renaissance 24 (1994): 184-210. 
Spender, Dale. "Biographical Beginnings. Anne Clifford, Lucy Hutehinson, Anne Fanshawe, 
Margaret Cavendish". Ch. 3 of Spender 1986: 30-46. 
Todd, Janet. '"Were I Empress of the World': The 'Germán Princess' and the Duchess of 
Newcastle". Ch. 3 of Todd 1989: 52-68. 
Trabowitz, Rachel. "The Reenchantment of Utopia and the Female Monarchical Self: Margaret 
Cavendish's Blazing World". Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature 11, 2 (Fall 1992): 229-45. 
7. APHRA BEHN (c.1640-89). 
7.1. PRIMARY SOURCES. 
Love-Letters Between a Nobleman and His Sister (Part I 1684, Part II1685, Part III1687). 
The Third Part was published under the title of The Amours ofPhilander and Silvia. The First 
Part was completely epistolar, the other two mix letters and narrative. It was the fictionalised 
account of a well-known scandal of the time, and became very popular in the first half of the 
eighteenth century (more than ten editions by 1740). Ignored by the Victorians due to its 
dubious moráis, Love-Letters was not published again until the 1987 edition by Maureen 
Duffy. It was later edited by Janet Todd in 1993 and 1996. (7.2. below). 
The Fair Jilt, or The History ofPrince Tarquín and Miranda, Oroonoko, or The Royal Slave, 
and Agnes de Castro, or The Forcé of Generous Love were published both separately and 
together (under the title Three Histories) in 1688, the latter edition being reprinted two years 
later. Oroonoko became extremely popular in the eighteenth century both in Britain and 
France, having various narrative and dramatic adaptations. Agnes de Castro was actually a 
translation of a French nouvelle by Mlle de Brillac published that very same year. 
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The History ofthe Nun, or The Fair Vow-Breaker and The Lucky Mistake carne out separately 
in 1689. 
The posthumous collection entitled The Histories and Novéis ofthe late Ingenious Mrs Behn 
(1696) includes all the previous short narratives, except for The History ofthe Nun, and an 
imitation of Balthazar de Bonnecourse's La Montre, which she had already published in 1686, 
but now appearing as two works: "The Lover's Watch, or the Art of Love" and "The Lady's 
Looking-Glass to Dress herself By: or, The Whole Art of Charming". It also included "The 
Life and Memoirs of Mrs Behn Written by One of the Fair Sex", and "Love-Letters to a 
Gentleman" (eight epistles, probably autobiographical, not to be mistaken with the fictional 
Love-Letters above). A second edition carne out the same year. 
All the Histories and Novéis Written by the late Ingenious Mrs Behn (1698) contatos the same 
works as the 1696 collection except for "Love-Letters", together with three new short stories: 
"Memoirs of the Court of the King of Bantam", "The Nun, or the Perjured Beauty" and "The 
Adventures of the Black Lady". 
"The Unfortunate Bride, or The Blind Lady a Beauty", "The Dumb Virgin, or The Forcé of 
Imagination", and "The Unfortunate Happy Lady" were probably printed together in 1698, 
but remained unpublished until 1700. The same may have happened to "The Wandring 
Beauty" and "The Unhappy Mistake, or the Impíous Vow Punish'd". These five stories were 
perhaps originally intended as part of a "Second Volume" ofthe previously mentioned All the 
Histories and Novéis, but this was not done until 1700. Since the issue also included Behn's 
translations of Fontanelle, the title was changed into Histories, Novéis, and Translations, 
Written by the Most Ingenious Mrs Behn; The Second Volume. (For more information, see 
O'Donnell 1979 and Todded. 1995). 
The most complete and authoritative modern edition of Behn's shorter fiction has been done 
by Janet Todd in Volume 3 of The Works of Aphra Behn (1995). See also Duffy ed. 1986, 
Todd ed. 1992, Salzman ed. 1994, and Lipking ed. 1997 (7.2 below). 
7.2. A SELECTION OF RECENT STUDIES. 
Aercke, Kristiaan P. "Theatrical Technique in Seventeenth- Century Prose Fiction". Ph.D. diss, 
University of Georgia (1988). 
Andrade, Susan. "White Skin, Black Masks: Colonialism and the Sexual Politics of Oroonoko". 
Cultural Critique 27 (Spring 1994): 189-214. 
Athey, S. & D.C. Alarcon. "Oroonoko's Gendered Economies of Honor/Horror: Reframing 
Colonial Discourse Studies in the Americas". American Literature 65,3 (Sept. 1993): 415-43. 
Ballaster, Ros. '"A Devil on't, the Woman Damns the Poet': Aphra Behn's Fictions of Feminine 
Identity". Ch. 3 of Ballaster 1992: 69-113. (2. above). 
. "Seizing the means of seduction. Fiction and feminine identity in Aphra Behn and 
Delariviere Manley". Women, Writing, History, 1640-1740. Eds. I. Grundy & S. Wiseman. 
London: Batsford, 1992. 93-108. 
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. "New Hystericism: Aphra Behn's Oroonoko: The Body, the Text, and the Feminist 
Critic". New Feminist Discourses. Ed. I Armstrong. London: Routledge, 1992. 283-95. 
. "Pretences of State': Aphra Behn and the Female Plot". In Hutner ed. 1993: 187-211. 
(7.2. below). 
Brown, Laura. "The Romance of Empire: Oroonoko and the Trade of Slaves". The New 
Eighteenth Century: Theory, Politics, EnglishLiterature. Eds. F. Nussbaum &; L. Brown. New 
York: Methuen, 1987. 41-61. 
Brownley, Martine W. "The Narrator in Oroonoko". Essays in Literature 4, 2 (1977): 174-81. 
Chibka, Robert L. '"Oh! Do Not Fear a Woman's Invention': Truth, Falsehood, and Fiction in 
Aphra Behn's Oroonoko". Texas Studies in Literature and Language 30, 4 (Winter 1988): 
510-37. 
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